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PERTH HILLS FIRES 

Statement 

HON ALANNA CLOHESY (East Metropolitan) [9.52 pm]: Tonight I rise to speak about the devastating 
Perth hills fires in which 56 homes were lost in Parkerville, Stoneville and Mt Helena on 12 January. I put on the 
record my sympathy for those who lost their homes and those whose homes were seriously damaged. I also 
extend my condolences to the friends and family of Mr Ron Shaw, who died while preparing his property for the 
arrival of the bushfire.  

I wanted to take this opportunity to acknowledge the enormous range of community members who stood, and in 
fact are still standing, side by side with those people who lost their homes and whose homes were seriously 
damaged. Hon Samantha Rowe and I had the opportunity to meet some of these amazing people when we visited 
the Brown Park Community Centre’s evacuation centre and the Mundaring evacuation centre and talked to local 
people about their experiences. I was overwhelmed by the contribution they were all making at the time and are 
continuing to make as the community tries to recover from this. When we first arrived at the Brown Park 
evacuation centre we came across the rapid relief team, which was set up out the front of the evacuation centre to 
provide food and support to people whose lives had been affected by the bushfire. That was all staffed by 
volunteers. I understand that they worked around the clock for six days and six nights to provide support. They 
did this through public donations of food and other practical items, such as water, newspapers, milk and even pet 
food. That was an incredible feat. I would also like to acknowledge the staff of the Mundaring Shire, the 
Department for Child Protection and Family Support, Western Power, Telstra, the WA Police and the State 
Emergency Service for the incredible work that they did.  

The community rallied around very strongly. People have provided some amazing stories of support, such as the 
Mundaring counselling service providing free trauma and crisis counselling, and the Swan View Child Care 
Centre providing free childcare to families. There was an incredible outpouring of support from the people of 
Perth more broadly, particularly on social media. People offered their spare rooms for people to stay in and a 
whole range of things. In fact, Volunteering WA was overwhelmed by offers of support from the people of 
Perth. There were even children on school holidays who decided to muck in and help with the clean-up, and 
people offered support for families who had animals and offered to stable horses and the like. There were also 
the volunteer firefighters who came from right across the metropolitan area to help fight the fires, and the local 
hairdresser who assisted by providing free haircuts to people affected by the fires. The Mundaring branch of 
Bendigo Bank partnered with the Salvation Army to create a bushfire appeal, chipping in $10 000 and urging 
other Bendigo Bank branches to do the same.  

The Lord Mayor’s Distress Relief Fund has also seen an amazing response. As of today, its total is sitting at 
around $2.2 million, donated not only by the people of Western Australia but also from national and 
international sources. For those who have not yet had the opportunity to make a donation, there are still a couple 
more weeks before that fund closes. These are just a few examples of the range of support that was provided to 
the people of the Perth hills during this awful fire. I put on the record my acknowledgement of the support that 
has been provided and I applaud the people of Western Australia for the support that they have given to the 
people of the Perth hills.  
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